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7. The FY BoSSE will be chaired by the Director of Foundation Studies; the IFP BoSSE has a rotating 

chair.  

8. Minutes of the BoSSEs will be received by undergraduate BoSSEs in the Parent Schools. 

9.

http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/Programme-Lifecycle-Policies.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd-PoliciesandProcedures.aspx
http://www.reading.ac.uk/modules/ordered.aspx?sacyr=2122&level=0&orderedby=1
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20. The common structure was adopted to:  

a. minimise the overlap of content between modules offered by Schools;  

b. allow students to explore subjects from different disciplines or clusters, whilst preparing 

students for success in their studies at the University;  

c. give students the flexibility to change programmes, should they wish. 

Programmes with Foundation Year 

21. The structure has been approved by UPB and it is made up of: 

 one 20-credit module common to all foundation students focusing on generic academic 

skills (convened by ISLI and complemented by School delivered tutorials); 

 one 20-credit module that focuses on discipline specific skills (provided by the Parent 

School); 

 two 40-credit modules to support progression onto the chosen programme, as 

determined by the programme specification. 

22. The Director of Foundation Studies or the IFP Programme Director will advise Programme 

Managers in Support Centres of any approved changes, such that module diets can be amended, 

and other module-related tasks can be performed as required.  

23. Provision of activities in Week 6 is at the discretion of Parent Schools, in consultation with each 

other. Clashes in activities for students taking modules provided by different Schools should be 

avoided wherever possible. 

Programmes with International Foundation Year 

24. Part 0 of programmes with International Foundation Year comprises 140 credits as follows: 

 one 20-credit academic skills module; 

 three 40-credit modules of which two are discipline-related. The third 40-credit module 

can be either a discipline-specific module or, for those students who do not meet English 

Language requirement for undergraduate study at entry, an English language module.  

25. The IFP Programme Director will advise Programme Managers in Support Centres of any approved 

changes, such that module diets can be amended, and other module-related tasks can be 

performed as required.  

26. 



http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/Programme-Lifecycle-Policies.pdf


http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/ATSpolicy_incappendices.pdf


http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/academicengagement_fitnesstostudy.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/9_Academic_integrity_and_academic_misconduct.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/9_Academic_integrity_and_academic_misconduct.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/cqsd/studentevaluationpolicy.pdf
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63. Assessment for Part 0 is produced by the School in which the module that requires the examination 

is based. 

64. All modules must have an associated External Examiner. Where modules both service the 

International Foundation Programme (IFP) and Programmes with FY or IFY, the same External 

Examiner for the module will be used. Where modules are not within the IFP suite of existing 

modules, the School will be invited to recommend an External Examiner with experience of Level 3 

provision in the first instance. ISLI will assist Schools in the search for external examiners if required.  

65. External Examiners must be consulted on draft examination papers and be given an opportunity to 

comment sufficiently in advance of the submission deadline for draft examination papers to allow 

amendments to be made. This process, including submission of papers to the Exam and 

Graduation Office will be the responsibility of the module owning School, supported by the 

appropriate Student Support Centre. 

66. All assessment will be moderated in accordance with the moderation processes outlined in Section 

13 of the Assessment Handbook: 

www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/QualityAssurance/PoliciesandProcedures/cqsd-

assessmenthandbook.aspx) 

67. Moderation processes are the responsibility of the module owning School, supported by the 

appropriate Student Support Centre. 

Examiners’ Meeting and Progression Boards  

68.  To ensure consistency across all Programmes with FY and IFY, Part 0 of these Programmes will 

have one unified Foundation Programmes Examiners’ Meeting, coordinated in ISLI. The Examiners’ 

meeting will be preceded by a preliminary meeting, which focuses on an internal review of marks. 

Meetings are carried out in accordance with Section 26 of the Assessment Handbook: 

www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/26_Examiners'_Meetings.pdf 

69. Part 0 of Programmes with FY and IFY will also have a separate unified University Progression Board 

to ensure consistency across all programmes. 

Completion of Foundation Year and Progression to Part 1 

70. Progression rules may not be varied within the academic cycle.  

71. All amendments to progression rules must follow the process outlined in the section on 

Amendments to Programme Specifications affecting Part 0 in this document and must fall within 

the pre-agreed options, with the exception of externally accredited programmes. 

72. In order to progress from Part 0 to Part 1, a student shall normally be required to: 

a) achieve a threshold performance at Part 0; and 

b) fulfil any programme-specific requirements which are stipulated in the relevant programme 

specification and further programme information. 

Further details, including the definition of threshold performance at Part 0, can be found in section 

15 of the Assessment Handbook 

(http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/15_Progression.pdf). 

73. Any programme-specific progression requirements must conform to one of four options, as 

detailed in the Guidelines on the structure of undergraduate and taught postgraduate 

programmes. The only exception are accredited programmes, where alignment with the 

accrediting body requirement may be necessary. 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/QualityAssurance/PoliciesandProcedures/cqsd-assessmenthandbook.aspx
http://www.reading.ac.uk/cqsd/QualityAssurance/PoliciesandProcedures/cqsd-assessmenthandbook.aspx
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/26_Examiners'_Meetings.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/15_Progression.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/programmedesign.pdf
http://www.reading.ac.uk/web/files/qualitysupport/programmedesign.pdf
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74. Students who meet at least the threshold performance at the end of Part 0, but leave before 

completing the subsequent part, will be entitled, upon request, to a transcript of their results 

produced by the Examinations and Graduation Office and a Certificate of Completion produced by 

ISLI. 

75. If a student has successfully passed the FY or IFY but wishes to transfer to Part 1 of another 

programme that does not have a ‘with FY’ or ‘with IFY’ variant, they must apply for re-entry and wil



©University of Reading 2022 Tuesday 1 February 2022 Page 9 

Version Control: 

Version Author/ 

Editor 

Date NOTES 

1 Philippa Cranwell & 


