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Funding body grants rose by 4.0% this year due to increases in matched 
funding, TDA funding and various other grants.

There was a 10.3% rise in tuition fees and education contracts. This was 
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Production Unit. This has created a central food production facility with 
distribution via forwarding kitchens and will help to remove the distinc-
tion between ‘central’ and ‘halls’ catering, New catering outlets are being 
developed and existing ones will be refurbished.

The Business School and the Hopkins Building opened to wide acclaim 
during the year. The Hopkins Building is home to the University’s new 
facilities for biomedical and pharmaceutical sciences. The Students’  
Union Nursery became fully functioning during the year and achieved 
full occupation.

The University is currently constructing a new purpose-built home for 
its School of Film, Theatre & Television in the heart of the Whiteknights 
campus. The £11.8 million project will create a dedicated space for three 
theatre performance areas, a screening room, �lm editing rooms, TV 
studio, costume and make up areas, rehearsal spaces and prop store, as 
well as staff of�ces. It is hoped to occupy the building by Easter 2011.

The University has commenced a major refurbishment of its London Road 
campus, the original home of the University in the heart of Reading. 
The £21 million investment in the University’s academic infrastructure 
will create a new London Road home for the University’s Institute of 
Education, which trains nearly 1,000 teachers every year. The project also 
allows for the sensitive conservation of many of the historic and listed 
buildings on the site. The works will be complete by summer 2011. The 
completion of the sale of the University’s adjacent Mans�eld Hall site, 
which was surplus to the University’s requirements, made a major contri-
bution to the funding for this project.

Refurbishment works at Thames Court at Greenlands were completed 
in January. The Thames Court refurbishment project is part of a £3m 
programme of building works at Greenlands, which includes the Greenlands 
Trust Suite and Academic Resource Centre. The work included refurbishing 
44 existing bedrooms and redecorating associated common areas.

The capital programme is being �nanced using a mixture of funding 
sources. The University issued a £70m bond in 2007 to provide core 
funding; in June 2009 it agreed a £60m facility with Barclays Bank to 
�nance the residential redevelopment noted above; the University has also 
received £25m capital funding from HEFCE for the period to 31 March 
2011; in February the University disposed of its Mans�eld Hall site for 
£15.5m; and, �nally, the University has since put in place a £50m facility 
with Barclays Bank plc to provide the balance of funding.
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